


MARCO
• Regional Ocean 

Partnership 
• Mid-Atlantic Ocean 

Planning Committee 
(Mid-A OPC) - Federal 
Agency, Tribal and 
Fisheries Management 
Council engagement
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• Ocean Acidification
• Mid-Atlantic Coastal Acidification Network 

(MACAN)

• Marine Debris
• Regional Marine Debris Work Group



Marine Debris 
Work Group

Members include representatives from 
all five Mid-Atlantic states,  federal 
agencies, NGOs, aquariums and more

• Marine Debris Action Plan
• Marine Debris Summit
• Balloon Release Reduction and Prevention 

Campaign
• Tracking Balloon Litter and Marine Debris



Discuss with partners on marine debris and efforts in the Mid-Atlantic
• Microplastics
• Coastal Storm Debris/Planning for Natural Disaster Debris
• Marine Debris Large Scale Removal
• Marine Debris Prevention and Capture Technology
• Marine Debris Policy
• Community Engagement Initiatives



Prevent Balloon Litter
• A regional community-based social 

marketing campaign
• Balloons and their attachments are 

among the deadliest forms of marine 
debris

• Balloon debris very commonly found 
on beaches in the Mid-Atlantic



Prevent Balloon 
Litter: Project 
Background & Need

• Virginia piloted the Joyful 
Sendoff campaign within 
the state

• Work group sought to 
expand Joyful Sendoff to 
regional scale

• Funded by NOAA Marine 
Debris Program in FY18



Prevent Balloon 
Litter: Approach 
and Results
• Focus groups and 

surveys
• Campaign message 

development
• Beach monitoring



Prevent Balloon Litter: Results of Focus Groups & 
Surveys

• NJ Results (199 
participants)

• 51% have taken part- 57% 
would take part in the 
future

• 76% thought about where 
it would end up



Campaign Messaging



Prevent Balloon Litter Campaign



Prevent Balloon Litter Resources
• Fact Sheets
• Alternative Sheets
• Bubble Recipe 
• Posters
• Teacher Resources

• Classroom Conversation 
Script

• Lesson Plans
• Pledge Decals 



Events/Pledges

• 5 States
• 32 events were attended
• 1,057 pledges 



Regional Beach 
Monitoring

• One (1) mile stretch of 
beach

• Twice a year 
cleanups/monitoring

• Trash Collected and 
Recorded

• Data input across five state



New Jersey Balloon 
Monitoring

• October 2018- October 2023
• Island Beach State Park
• 5-10 Volunteers 



Balloon Monitoring NJ 
Results

• 2018: 710 Non-Balloon Related, 86 Balloon 
Related

• 2019: 1,421 Non-Balloon Related, 81 
Balloon Related

• 2020: Canceled due to Covid

• 2021 (One cleanup): 349 Non-Balloon 
Related, 12 Balloon Related

• 2022: 1,443 Non-Balloon Related, 47 
Balloon Related

• 2023: 1,550 Non-Balloon Related, 32 
Balloon Related

• 62.79% Decrease in balloons found



Ways to Get Involved

Pledge to 
alternatives

Share 
alternatives 

with 
community

Clean-up if 
you see it

Groups Like 
Balloon 
Mission



Thank you
Questions? NJCZM@DEP.NJ.GOV 

Updates on Climate Resilience and 

NJ Coastal Management Program Scan QR Code

mailto:njczm@dep.nj.gov
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