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Dr. Amy M Williams
● Resident of Long Beach Island 

● Science teacher and research advisor at the Marine Academy of Technology and 

Environmental Science

● B.S. in Natural Resource Management at Rutgers University 

● MS and PhD in the Department of Ecosystem Science and Management in coastal 

ecology at Texas A&M University, College Station,

● Post-doc associate in the Coastal Engineering Lab at Stevens Institute of Technology.  

● Ecosystem Extension Agent for NJ Sea Grant Consortium 

● Community Involvement: New Jersey Organizing Project, Alliance for a Living Ocean 

and Save Barnegat Bay.

Selected Publications
● Wootton, L., Miller, J., Miller, C., Peek, M., Williams, A., and Rowe, P. (2016).. New Jersey Sea Grant Consortium Dune Manual , New Jersey Sea Grant Consortium.
● Williams, A., Jansen, M. (2016) Coastal Observations: Winter Storm Jonas from the Stevens Coastal Engineering Center. Shore and Beach. 84: 59-62.
● Feagin, R.A., Williams, A.M., Martinez, M.L., Perez-Maqueo, O. 2014. How does the social benefit and economic expenditures generated by a rural beach compare with 

its sediment replacement cost? Ocean & Coastal Management. 89: 79-87.
● Williams, A.M. & Feagin, R.A. 2010. Sargassum as a Natural Solution to Enhance Dune Plant Growth. Environmental Management 46: 738-747.
● Feagin, R.A., Koske, R.E., Gemma, J.N. & Williams, A.M. (2009). Restoration of Sea Oats (Uniola paniculata) with mycorrhizae on Galveston Island. NOAA/GLO 

Contract # 08-020.



Ms. Maryann Minnier
● Grew up in the Pine Barrens of Burlington county, which inspired her love of nature. 

● Enjoys communing with nature by scuba diving, snorkeling, beachcombing, 

kayaking, paddleboarding, and hiking 

● Associates degree in Environmental Science from Burlington County College 

● Bachelor’s degree in English from Rowan University, graduating summa cum laude

● 19 years teaching at the Marine Academy of Technology and Environmental Science. 

Each semester, she teaches her science-minded students researching skills and how 

to find credible sources of information. 
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Agendas The Jersey Devil - Fact or Fiction or Fable?
https://pinelandsalliance.org/learn-about-the-pinelands/pinelands-history-and-culture/the-jersey-devil-and-folklore/



https://surfeuropemag.com/features/news/sharks-are-evil-and-must-die.html







Correlation vs Causation

https://www.tylervigen.com/spurious-correlations



Correlation vs Causation
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Shark Attacks



https://www.atlantic-county.org/history/jersey-devil-pg1.asp



Using the Ocean County Library’s Databases
Twenty years ago, where did we go to find credible sources of information? 

https://theoceancountylibrary.org/

After a few easy steps, dozens of databases will be at your fingertips! 
1. Go to “Resources”
2. Then “Databases” 
3. Enter your library card # 23160010191794 

4. Find the “Goldilocks” database that is right for you!
5. Read, learn, and enjoy! 

If you are researching, you will want to reference the information you find again.…

When using any library system, you will need the “Stable URL” or the “Record URL.”  

https://tsof.infobase.com/articles/QXJ0aWNsZVRleHQ6MTM2MDk0NA==?aid=17176

https://theoceancountylibrary.org/
https://tsof.infobase.com/articles/QXJ0aWNsZVRleHQ6MTM2MDk0NA==?aid=17176


Using YouTube as a Source for Information
Users beware…. YouTube is a type of database where ANYONE can upload content. 

Here is one quick way to vet a source on YouTube. 

What is the best type of exercise for Osteoporosis or Osteopenia?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qraveMSLoxE

How to vet an author and his/her works in a few easy steps:

1. Click on the icon under the video. This brings you to their home page. 
2. Find “About” and read the description. Fact check one item. 
3. Copy & Paste this item into any search engine and use “quotation marks.”
4. We found her book. Now, click the icon again and click “read full bio” 

https://www.google.com/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qraveMSLoxE
https://www.google.com/


The Trouble 
with Wikipedia

https://www.bbc.com/news/the-reporters-63622746



The Trouble 
with Wikipedia



People
Scientists

Government Agency

Businesses

Authors

Reporters

Journalists

Historians

General Public

Fanatics

Conspiracy theorists



Using Google Scholar for Resources
https://scholar.google.com/

Some articles are free to access

Some may have a free trial 
period

You can also email the authors 
directly to request a copy of their 
articles

Articles have DOI (digital object 
identifier) instead of URL

https://scholar.google.com/
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In general, what to look for….
Who is the author(s)?

Who funded the project? 

Where is the data sourced from?

What is the goal or agenda?

Do your own fact checking

Find the reference section (usually at the end)

Find the disclaimers (usually at the beginning)

https://njseagrant.org/extension/dunemanual/

https://www.nwf.org/-/media/PDFs/Global-Warming/NWF_FINAL_BESCCH_070517.ashx

https://njseagrant.org/extension/dunemanual/
https://www.nwf.org/-/media/PDFs/Global-Warming/NWF_FINAL_BESCCH_070517.ashx


Thank you!
Contact Information:

amywilliams@mail.ocvts.org

Important Links:

https://scholar.google.com/

https://theoceancountylibrary.org/

https://tsof.infobase.com/articles/QXJ0aWNsZVRleHQ6MTM2MDk0NA==?aid=17176

mailto:amywilliams@mail.ocvts.org
https://scholar.google.com/
https://theoceancountylibrary.org/
https://tsof.infobase.com/articles/QXJ0aWNsZVRleHQ6MTM2MDk0NA==?aid=17176

